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KEEPING IT IN STYLE
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A guide for owners of Listed Buildings, and all who live in
Conservation Areas and in period properties.



What is a Listed Building?

It is any structure deemed by the Department of the Environment to be of
Special Architectural or Historic Interest. The lists are available for inspection
in the Stroud District Council planning department at Ebley Mill. There are three
Grades: |. II* and |l. Grade | are the most important but the majority are grade 1.
There are 4,500 in the Stroud District. They include churches, houses, shops,
gates, monuments, bridges, barns, mills, etc.

Before making any alterations to a Listed Building the District Council must grant
permission in the form of Listed Building Consent which, unlike a planning
application, is free. You may also need planning consent. This is to protect Listed
Buildings from changes which might affect their historic character.

When a building is listed the rules govern the entire fabric of the building
including more modern additions and the interior. Every alteration needs
consent even if it is to improve a more modern feature e.g. changing a flat roof to
a pitched one. Because the interior is listed, reinstatement of missing features
always needs consent, e.g. fireplaces, or removal of existing features - including
plastered wall finishes. Windows and doors must not be removed or replaced
without permission, or the size of the opening altered.

Some features e.g. Victorian porches, may be later than the original building but
still add character. These should not be removed.

All demolition work requires permission, even if a new structure is to replace an
old one, e.g. removing a chimney, knocking down a wall or rebuilding a
conservatory.

Any work within the curtilage, or boundary, of a listed building also needs consent,
even if part has been sold off and subsequently built on. This is to protect the
setting of a listed building.

It is a criminal offence to damage a Listed Building. If convicted, you may have to
pay a heavy fine or even be imprisoned. Enforcement action may also be taken
against you, which means undoing any work undertaken without planning
permission. Always ask for advice from District Council Planning/Conservation
officers - as a bonus some works to listed buildings are zero-rated for V.A.T.

The law governing listed buildings is designed to ensure that any alterations are in
keeping with the style and period of the original building. It does not mean that old
buildings should be fossilised. Good conservation aims to keep old buildings in
use, even if they no longer serve their original purpose.

Conservation Areas

There are 42 Conservation Areas in the Stroud District. Work, particularly
demolition, affecting the external appearance of any building in a conservation

area could require conservation area consent. Check with the District Council.
Most alterations do not need consent unless there is also an Article 4 direction in
place which removes permitted development rights - i.e. things you are normally
allowed to do without planning permission, require permission in these
circumstances.

However, residents should make every effort to ensure that the character of a
conservation area is not eroded - try to apply the same criteria as for listed
buildings. The character of whole towns and villages is being changed, mainly by
the thoughtless and unnecessary replacement of doors and windows. This is most
apparent in Victorian terraces where visual continuity has been lost. When a
house is built it is given features common to the period, which helps to date it.
These historic pointers are disappearing at an alarming rate, even pre-war 1930's
style is worth keeping: original features can include leaded stained glass in the
upper parts of windows, doors and porches. UPVC replacements with painted
patterns or stuck-on transfers are a poor substitute for the real thing.

Keep renovations in style. Ask Stroud District Council, or consult the Civic Society
about local builders, skilled craft workers and suppliers who can provide you with
quality materials and skills.

Finally, your house is worth more with its original features - ask any estate agent.

An unspoilt Victorian Terrace. This type of property is very vulnerable to insensitive alterations
which affect the visual continuity of the buildings.




GENERAL GUIDANCE ON DESIGN AND MATERIALS

Windows

The 'eyes' of a house, and visually very important. There is a great variety of
original local styles including sash, casement and dormer windows. Double-
hung sliding sashes, or casements, with or without wooden frames, are
common in many cottages, as are leaded lights.

Sash Windows: those with many small panes do not have 'horns' at the base
of the upper sash (see illustration on facing page). These only became
necessary to strengthen frames when larger, heavier panes of glass were used
in later Victorian times. Balance is critical in sash windows - modern glass is
heavier so weights might need changing.

Casement Windows: can have wooden or iron frames or a combination of
materials. Opening lights should fit flush into frame and not overlap as in
modern versions (a light is one section of a window). Top hung transoms/
fanlights in the fixed section are a modern development, not suitable for old
houses. They can also prevent escape in the case of fire, especially when
double glazed and therefore difficult to break.

Dormer Windows: can have pitched, sloping or curved rooflines. New
rooflights of small and unobtrusive design may be permitted, but need consent
and should be conservation style.

Old glass, and especially crown glass should always be retained and re-used if
windows have to be replaced. Horticultural glass is suitable for repairs as it is
thinner and contains imperfections. Leaded lights and stained glass, including
fanlights over doors, need specialist repair and should always be retained.
Local craftsmen still undertake this work and can repair or reinstate where
necessary. All windows should have narrow, moulded glazing bars. the number
of panes may vary. Single panes of glass are inappropriate. UPVC or
aluminium double glazed windows are not permitted. Secondary glazing may
be acceptable, and draught proofing can also be carried out by specialist firms.
Interior shutters must not be removed, they are very good for security and
insulation. Never replace windows or French windows with sliding patio doors.

Different Types of Windows Found Locally

Iron casements with mullions and
leaded lights

Early Georgian with thick Georgian sash
glazing bars windows without 'horns'

Iron casements with wooden frame
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Casements

Thirties curved bay with stained glass

Edwardian square bay with casements and leaded lights above





















